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New Film “Palos Verdes” offers a more genuine —and humorous— version of women in 

Latin America 
Produced by three Colombian entrepreneurs, the film questions the ideas of obedience and 

perfection in Latin America 
 

BOGOTA, Colombia — “Palos Verdes” is a new film that challenges the idea of the perfect 

woman. Produced by three Colombian entrepreneurs, the movie features unique female characters 

who might seem strong and fearless, but who can also be flawed and vulnerable.    

 The movie tells the story of Beatriz Evers, a young professional who returns to Colombia 

after two divorces and a failed career as a psychologist in Mexico. When she arrives at Palos 

Verdes, Beatriz finds out that her aunt Elvira —a former nun with a rebellious spirit— has turned 

her family house into a school. Having nowhere else to go, Beatriz is forced to work as a substitute 

teacher at Palos Verdes in order to earn her aunt’s trust and become part of the family again. 

 Elvira’s character was inspired by Leonor Esguerra, a former nun and high school principal 

who decided to leave her job as a teacher and join a guerrilla group to fight for social equality. “I 

was inspired by Leonor’s determination to make the world a better place. I imagined a universe 

where she would start a new school and teach younger generations how to fight for what they 

believe in,” said Laura Pérez, writer and producer of the movie.  

In contrast with her aunt’s character, Beatriz is a vulnerable woman who strives to fit into 

the gender role of being successful, sophisticated and beautiful. “Beatriz is a whimsical woman 

who lost it all, subsequently spiraling in social class and losing herself in the process,” said Pérez. 



“She shows how frustrating it is to be a ‘woman’ in Latin America, where everyone is expecting 

us to be happy and perfect.”  

In a country where most direction and production jobs are dominated by men, “Palos 

Verdes” is paving the way for young female entrepreneurs who want to become leaders in the 

Colombian film industry. Pérez directed and produced the film with Cristina Andrade, former 

director of international productions at Laberinto Producciones; and Sindy López, founder of the 

movie production company Cinetiqueta Films. Angélica Perea, a production designer who worked 

in movies such as “El Abrazo de la Serpiente” (2015), was also part of the production team. The 

music and sound effects of the movie were produced by the Colombian singer and songwriter Ali 

Stone. 

“Palos Verdes” is set to be released in all Cine Colombia theaters on October 26, 2019. For 

more information about the movie visit the Palos Verdes official webpage, 

https://www.palosverdesmovie.com.   
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